ASPT/BSA Colloquium 2010  

SERNEC: Four year development of a Research Coordination Network. 

The development of a cyberinfrastructure for the taxonomic community is an ongoing and vibrant enterprise.  The issues facing the taxonomy/systematics community are great and it is critical that we share methods and results of our efforts to avoid "re-creating wheels." The SouthEast Regional Network of Expertise and Collections (SERNEC) is a 5-year NSF funded Research Coordination Network designed to mobilize the 215 herbaria in the southeast US to digitize collections and make this information available to the public, researchers and decision-makers.  We are currently in year 4 of this effort and several state and sub-regional groups have organized and developed various models of cyberinfrastructure development.  The focus ranges from efforts directed toward the researchers to those aimed at k-12 education and outreach.  Ongoing projects vary from the development of methods to streamline data entry to methods of portraying herbarium and taxonomic data to multiple levels of scientific "expertise".  This colloquium is designed to highlight the projects that have developed within the SERNEC community.  This information will be of interest to the greater systematic community and would also help inform the curatorial community and herbarium affiliates. This symposium was written into the SERNEC NSF proposal and we will have funding from the National Science Foundation to bring participants to the meeting. 

Zack Murrell (Appalachian State University) – SERNEC overview and progress – lessons for a national effort

Alan Weakley & Robert Peet (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) - Building a regional database of taxonomic concepts
Austin Mast (Florida State University) – Building social and software interoperability in the Deep South Imaging and Morphbank projects
Bruce Kirchoff and Steve Baskauf (University of North Carolina at Greensboro and Vanderbilt University)– Who, I ask, in their right mind would condemn a picture? - The effective use of standardized plant images in keys and instructional software.

Chanda Cooper (University of South Carolina) - Kids need Herbaria: Education Outreach at the University of South Carolina Herbarium
Steve Baskauf (Vanderbilt University) - Integrating live plant images with other types of biodiversity records

Michael Denslow (Appalachian State University) – The role of grey literature in Biodiversity Informatics.

Joey Shaw (University of Tennessee at Chattanooga) – UTC mapping project

Tom Sasek (University of Louisiana-Monroe) – CyberFlora Louisiana: a Statewide Digitizing Project
Wendy Zomlefer (University of Georgia) – Georgia as a hub and spoke model - Survey of the Herbaria of Georgia
Mac Alford/Lisa Wallace/Lucile McCook (University of Southern Mississippi, Mississippi State University, and University of Mississippi) – Magnolia grandiFLORA: Efforts to develop a digital herbarium of collections in Mississippi
John Nelson/Herrick Brown (University of Florida and the South Carolina Heritage Program) – Status and Update of the South Carolina Consortium of Herbaria
Discussion on applicability of SERNEC efforts to national efforts to mobilize the herbarium community, digitize collections and provide information to various sectors of the public, corporations and decision-makers.
