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Georgia Herbarium Consortium Meeting
When: Saturday, 6 March 2010; 8:00 am – 4:00 pm
Where: University of Georgia Herbarium, Department of Plant Biology, 2501 Miller Plant Sciences Building, 120 Carlton Street, Athens, GA.
The building is across the street from the Stegman Coliseum and UGA Veterinary School.

Participants should report to the side (west) door of Miller Plant Sciences Bldg. (building is locked on weekends)

How: For Mapquest, GoogleMaps, etc., use the street address: 120 Carlton Street.  NOTE: Plant Sciences is on South Campus (not, unfortunately, the historic North campus adjacent to downtown).
Who: Curators/Representatives of the vascular plant herbaria in Georgia and representatives from SERNEC (see below) from Appalachian State University, Boone, NC.
Why: The purpose of this meeting is to bring together the curators of Georgia to learn about the current status of herbaria in the state, as well as the tools, techniques (digitizing, databasing, etc.), and facilities available to help ongoing efforts – and initiate new ones!  This meeting will provide a forum for us to discuss ways that we can work together to promote our herbaria.
Your hosts: GA Herbarium and SERNEC (see below).
       Wendy’s phone numbers:

· cell: 706-206-5448
· home: 706-613-8546
· office: 706-583-0389
· herbarium:706-583-6505
________________________________________________________________________

GA Herbarium Survey of Georgia Herbaria 

GA is the official acronym for the University of Georgia Herbarium (see chart of herbaria on following pages).  With funding from the Georgia Native Plant Society and the Georgia Botanical Society, Curator Wendy Zomlefer travelled ca. 3,000 miles (Nov. 2008-Feb. 2009) to the nine other recognized vascular plant herbaria in Georgia to meet with the curators and assess the collections.  (For eight of these visits, she was accompanied by David Giannasi, Emeritus, and Kristian Jones, Collections Manager.)  Everyone we met expressed in interest in becoming involved in a consortium as a venue to share our concerns and goals for our collections.
________________________________________________________________________

What is SERNEC?

SERNEC (SouthEast Regional Network of Expertise and Collections) is a National Science Foundation funded Research Coordination Network [see http://www.sernec.org/].  The primary goal of this network is to facilitate herbarium databasing efforts in the Southeast.  The 200+ herbaria in the Southeast collectively house a critical collection of specimens, and we are at the forefront of a nationwide effort to make all the botanical collections available online by the year 2020.  We also want to develop a virtual community of curators to facilitate other educational and research projects in the region, thereby expanding the role of herbaria in the sciences and in society.

SERNEC will subsidize your stay at UGA!  

Funds are available from SERNEC to offset participant travel costs to attend this workshop, including room accommodations (see below).  Breakfast, coffee breaks, and lunch will be provided by SERNEC.
________________________________________________________________________

Hotel: 
You will need to pay for your room and then get reimbursed from SERNEC (Derick will help you with this at the end of the meeting).  I have reserved a block of rooms at the Georgia Center, which is just down the street (less than a  block!) from the herbarium!  I will be e-mailing you each your room reservation.  Please call and confirm this reservation and mention the Georgia Herbarium Consortium meeting, the Plant Biology Dept. UGA, and my name.
Georgia Center for Continuing Education Hotel (see map below), http://www.georgiacenter.uga.edu/hotel/index.phtml ; 800-884-1381, 706-542-1381
· 1179 South Lumpkin Street, just down the street from the Herbarium (less than half a block).
· See website for directions and more information.

· Rates: ca. $ 90-120.
Parking on UGA Campus:
This meeting occurs during spring break at UGA, so you should not have to pay for parking.  You can pay for the parking deck associated with the Georgia Center Hotel BUT there is a parking lot across from the Stegman Coliseum (northeast side of Carlton Ave – see map) which is just west of the Plant Sciences Bldg.  

Participants should gather at the west entrance of the Plant Sciences Bldg. at 8:00 AM Saturday morning.  The building is locked on weekends.  Wendy will have all your cell phone numbers to check on “strays!”  After the group is in order, we will proceed inside to the GA Herbarium.
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	Institution [Acronym]
	Curator or Contact
	e-mail
	# Specimens (Approx # from Ga)

	1.  Univ. Georgia [GA]
	Wendy Zomlefer
	wendyz@plantbio.uga.edu
	256,000 (90,000)

	2.  Valdosta State Univ. [VSC]
	Richard Carter
	rcarter@valdosta.edu
	62,000 (31,000)

	3.  Ga Southern Univ. [GAS]
	Alan Harvey
	aharvey@georgiasouthern.edu
	20,000 (10,000)

	4.  Emory Univ. [GEO]
	Jennifer Holzman
	jlholzm@LearnLink.Emory.Edu
	17,000 (8,000)

	5.  Ga SW State Univ. [GSW]
	Yonnie Williams
	pyw@canes.gsw.edu
	13,000 (2,000)

	6.  Univ. West Georgia [WGC]
	David Morgan
	dmorgan@westga.edu
	5,000 (4,000)

	7.  Columbus State Univ. [COLG]
	Julie Ballenger
	ballenger_julie@colstate.edu
	4,500 (3,000)

	8.  Shorter College [SHOR]
	Matthew Waters
	mwaters@shorter.edu
	4,000 (2,500)

	9.  USDA Forest Service [FSSR]
	N/A
	
	                 0*

	10. Agnes Scott College [DECA]
	N/A
	
	                 0**

	
	
	TOTAL:
	381,500 (150,500)


Herbaria in Georgia with plant collections [Holmgren & Holmgren 2009, updated by Zomlefer via on-site Ga herbaria survey]. *dismantled by GA staff, distributed to 11 herbaria (Apr. 2009), 1,000 specimens to GA; ** =  on permanent loan to GA [500 specimens]

Attendees, all from out of town (e-mails above):

1. Carter, Richard (VSC)

2. Ballenger, Julie (COLG)

3. Harvey, Alan (GAS)

4. Holzman, Jennifer (GEO)

5. Morgan, David (WCG)

6. Waters, Matt (SHOR) – tentative 

7. Williams, Yonnie (GSW)

GA (hosts):

8. Zomlefer, Wendy (curator)

9. Giannasi, David (emeritus)

10. Jones, Kristian (collections manager)

11. Lynch, Patrick (grad student)

SERNEC (hosts from Appalachian State Univ., NC):

12. Murrell, Zack (Curator and SERNEC PI)

13. Poindexter, Derick (SERNEC Project Manager)

14. Denslow, Michael (SERNEC Communications Manager)

Meeting Agenda

Saturday, 6 March 2010 (am-pm)
8:00:

· Gather at west side-entrance of Plant Sciences Bldg. (building locked on weekends)

8:30: 
· Breakfast in Plant Sciences – catered
· Wendy Zomlefer – Welcome, Introductions, & GA Survey Herbaria talk during breakfast
[ask for someone to take notes – Derick will type them up later and e-mail to everyone]
9:15: Zack Murrell: presentation on SERNEC
10:00: Coffee Break

10:15: Zack Murrell overview:
· Summary of other  state herbarium curators meetings (e.g., LA, TN) sponsored by SERNEC
· Databasing projects (e.g., CyberLA and FSU)
11:00: Tour of GA Herbarium

12:00-12:30: Lunch – catered

12:30-3:00: 
     Discussion:
· How do we integrate all our herbaria?

· What kind of state database do we want?

· “The Georgia Atlas” [GA] is almost complete but would be comprehensive by adding data from all Georgia collections. How do you feel about sharing your data?  A group effort would benefit smaller collections as evidence to respective institutions that the collections are serving science, students, and the public.

· What kind of funding is available to accomplish common goals as a state resource?

· What is unique about the herbaria in Georgia that could be used as a “hook” to obtain funding?

3:00-3:15: Coffee Break and Reimbursement Information (Derick Poindexter)
3:15-4:00: 
· Continued discussion

· Summary – future of Georgia herbaria and action plan…

4:00: Meeting close
Mail To:

Derick B. Poindexter




Appalachian State University




Department of Biology




PO Box 32027




Boone, NC 28608

SERNEC: Georgia Curators Meeting      6 March 2009
Reimbursement Information

1. Name
2. Mailing Address (where you want the check sent)
3. Method of Travel (private car, rental)
4. Mileage for private car (total)
5. Cost of rental car (total)
6. Cab receipts? Total?
7. Hotel receipts? Total?
8. Departure date and time?
9. Return date and time?
10. Other Comments:

Parking Lot





Georgia Center





Parking Lot








